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It is imperative that all Victorian Government web sites comply with accessibility requirements. This checklist has been written for web developers to ensure that they build sites that conform to the W3C 
Web Content Accessibility Guidelines, Version 1.0 (WCAG1). Such compliance will ensure that people with disabilities are able to use the site, in addition to protecting the site from litigation resulting from an inaccessible web site.
What about WCAG2? 
Both the Disability Discrimination Act and the Whole of Victorian Government (WOVG) web standards continue to recommend compliance with WCAG1. Unfortunately some aspects of WCAG2, such as the concept of “accessibility supported” need to be defined 
in policy before web developers can begin using WCAG2 with confidence. Most technologies, such as PDF, Flash and JavaScript, 
are deemed inaccessible in WCAG1. In WCAG2 the decision as 
to whether these technologies are accessible has been left to policymakers (e.g. the AHRC and the Victorian Government).
Due to the policy decisions that surround WCAG2 it is not recommended that WCAG2 be used until both the AHRC and the Victorian Government have endorsed it.
About this document 
This document is specifically designed for web developers working 
on Victorian Government department or agency sites. It includes a variety of accessibility requirements that all Victorian Government sites must adhere to. For this reason, it is imperative that all accessibility requirements detailed here are complied with. Thus it is recommended that this document be given to web developers at the start of a project, and that a completed version of this document be presented to the client when the site is delivered.
Within this document is specific accessibility code, as well as links 
to tools that will assist developers in their web development. Further information about accessibility techniques and code can be found in 
the eGovernment Accessibility Toolkit 
.
Please note that this checklist does not take the place of accessibility advice from a qualified accessibility specialist; however it does 
highlight critical accessibility code, content and design requirements that must be addressed during the building of a site.
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	Details
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ALT attributes for all images
	<IMG SRC…

ALT=”Balinese gardens”>
	

	  Accessibility requirement
	     Example of accessible code



Tick if the site complies


	Requirement
	Details
	Tick

	No frames
	
	

	No server-side image maps
	Use client-side image 
maps
	

	No flickering content
	
	

	No continuous movement (that cannot be stopped 
by the user)
	
	

	No colour used to convey information
	
	

	No TABINDEX code
	
	

	No ACCESSKEY code
	
	


	Requirement
	Details
	Tick

	ALT attributes for all images
	<IMG SRC… ALT=“Balinese 
gardens”>
	

	ALT attributes for all image buttons
	<input type=“image” …
ALT=“Search”>
	

	Empty ALT attributes for images that convey no information
	<IMG SRC… ALT=””>
	

	Client-side image maps instead of server-side image maps
	<IMG SRC…
USEMAP=“#map”>
	

	Detailed long descriptions of complex images, such as graphs and maps
	
	

	Style sheets instead of layout tables
	
	

	Coded headings (H1, H2, H3, etc.) nested properly
	<H1>…</H1>
<H2>…</H2>
<H3>…</H3>
	

	Appropriately labelled links (no “click here” or “more” links)
	
	

	Changes in the language of the document identified in the code
	<P LANG=“fr”>Au 
Revoir</P>
	


	Requirement
	Details
	Tick

	Headers used for all data tables
	<TH>…</TH>
<TD>…</TD>
<TD>…</TD>
	

	A valid DOCTYPE
	<!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC “-//W3C//DTD HTML 4.0 Transitional//EN” > W3C HTML Validator 

	

	Valid CSS
	W3C CSS Validator 

	

	Visible labels for all form fields
	The Search field must have the visible field label “Search”
	

	Coded form labels
	<LABEL for=“search”>Search</
LABEL>
<input … id=“search”>
	

	Clear and simple content
	Underlined and standard 
link colours for unvisited 
and visited links (except 
if the link is part of a navigation bar)
	

	Text navigation bars, styled with CSS
	
	

	Descriptive and unique page titles for each page
	
	


	Requirement
	Details
	Tick

	Visible skip navigation links on the top left hand side of every page
	
	

	A logical tab order that matches the visual order of the page
	
	

	High colour contrast
	Juicy Studio Colour Contrast and Luminosity Analyser 

	


	JavaScript:  
See the JavaScript factsheet
	Tick

	HREF links are used instead of JavaScript links
	

	JavaScript is not used for form submission
	

	Where JavaScript has been used for form validation there is a server-side fallback
	

	JavaScript is not used for navigation, unless the 
navigation works when the JavaScript is disabled
	


	Audio and Video:  
See the Video factsheet
	Tick

	Audio and video do not play automatically
	

	Audio and video have an HTML transcript
	

	Audio and video have a low bandwidth version for files larger than 2MB (including a high bandwidth version)
	

	Videos include audio descriptions of visual content
	

	Videos include captions of audio content
	

	The page containing audio or video has the following information:
· Duration of audio or video
· File size
· Summary of content
· Estimated download time   
(considering bandwidth constraints)
· File type
	


	Flash files: 
See the Flash factsheet
	Tick

	Flash files:
	Tick

	The site is functional with Flash disabled
	

	Users can skip Flash via the mouse only
	

	Users can skip Flash via the keyboard only
	

	Flash has an HTML transcript
	

	A link to the Flash player and required version is provided
	

	Complex Flash files:
	Tick

	The page containing Flash has the following information:
· Duration of Flash
· File size
· Summary of content
· Estimated download time 
(considering bandwidth constraints)
· File type
	

	Flash has accessibility (MSAA) features
	


	PDF files: 
See the PDF factsheet
	Tick

	PDFs have an HTML or Word transcript
	

	PDFs open in a new browser window
	

	PDFs have a low bandwidth version for files larger  
than 2MB
	

	The page containing the PDF contains the following information:
· File size
· Summary of content
· Estimated download time   
(considering bandwidth constraints)
· File type
	

	PDFs have accessibility tags
	


If you require further copies of the factsheets or have any queries, please contact:

Office for Disability 

Department of Planning and Community Development 
1 Spring Street 
Melbourne Victoria 3000 
Phone: (03) 9208 3015 
TTY: (03) 9208 3631 (for people who are Deaf or hearing – impaired)
Fax: (03) 9208 3633 
Email: OFD@dpcd.vic.gov.au
Information on website accessibility is also available on the Office for Disability website in the ‘Research and resources’ section under ‘Participation and Inclusion’: www.officefordisability.vic.gov.au
/research_and_resources.htm#websites
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.gianwild.com.au/factsheets" \l "webdeveloper" ��http://www.gianwild.com.au/factsheets#webdeveloper�


� � HYPERLINK "http://validator.w3.org" ��http://validator.w3.org�


� � HYPERLINK "http://jigsaw.w3.org/css-validator/" ��http://jigsaw.w3.org/css-validator/�


� � HYPERLINK "http://juicystudio.com/services/luminositycontrastratio.php" ��http://juicystudio.com/services/luminositycontrastratio.php�
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